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Violin andPiang the Cantata Brotherhood Song, TromboneQuartt, six vocal suitesandmanyothes.
In 1977, Shelud/akovwasthewinrer of the Russia National Piano Competition. He hasperfornedsolo
corcets with orchestras,solo redtals, and chanber musc performances in Russia,USA, Germany
Franc, Italy, China, Czechoslovakia, Yugoskvia, and Austrdia. He has recaded 24 discsof pianosolo
and chambermusic. In 199 he was naned a Merited Artist of the Russian Federabn. Currently Mr.
Sheludyalov is amembe of faculty at the University of Georgiain Athers.

TheARCO Chamber Orchestra, foundedin 1990by LevonAmbartsunian duringhis yearsasprofessor
of violin at the Moscow Tchaikovsky Corsavatory, drew together handpickedinstructors, studentsand
recent Consevatay graduas. Almostimmediately ARCO performane@sthroughait Europedrew high
criticd praiseandentrusiadic audience responselnterndional acclaimgrew following ARCO’s concert
tours in Italy, Spain Germary, Romania, Franceand Korea In 1995, Mr. Ambartsumianjoined the
University of Geagia’s School of Music asthe Franklin Professonof Violin, while remainingthe artistic
directorandconducta of ARCO. Becausehewas ableto bring sone of his studentso Americawith him,
thehomebaseof the orchesta shifted to this henisphere wherethe ensemble hasnow becomea talented
internaiond blend of musiciars. Since its performancein 2001in Weill RecitalHall at CarnegieHall,
ARCO hasbeeninvited to return every yea. ARCO has released severa CDs with music by Vivaldi,
Haych, Mozart Menddsschn, Tchakovsky, Shostakovib, Piazolla, BronnerandPodgaits

Daniel Kaplunasis anative of Vil niug Lithuania.He startedplayingtheviolin attheageof six underthe
tutdageof his mothe, whoisaso avialinist. By thetime hegraduatedrom Vilnius Ciurlionis Schoolfor
theArts, Mr. Kaplunashadwon two Young Lithuanian Musidans'compéitions, aswell asconcertizedn
Denmak, Holland,and Germany. After comingto the United Stateshe continuechis violin studieswith
JuliaBushkowaat IntelochenArts Acadeny (Michigan) andwith Philip Lewis atthe University of North
Texas, where he received his Bachdor and Masterof Music degrees.During his doctoralstudiesat the
University of Georgia with Levan Ambartsunian, Mr. Kapluna has performedwith the ARCO Chamber
Orchestraashath violini standconductor, recordingseveral compact discsontheArt ClassicsandPhoenix
USArecordlabels.Danel Kaplunas is currentlyAssistant Professorof Music atWartburgCollege,where
heis the directorof Wartburg Community Symphonyand WartburgChamberOrchestras.
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Levon Ambartsumian, Franklin Professorof Violin atthe University of Georgia, and formerly professor
at the Moscow Conservatory (1978-1993), is aninternationally acclaimed violinist, winner of the 1977
International Violin Competition in Zagreb,the 1979 Montred Intemational Compeition, and of the
Soviet Violin Competition in 1981. Ambartaimian is a Merited Artist of Armeni and of the Russian
Federation. Heis the founder, conductor, andartistic director of the ARCO Chambe Orchesra, now based
atthe University of Georgiain Athens. In addtion to histeaching responsihilities, hecortinuesto perform
and preent master clases around the world. More than thirty compact discs have been released under
different recording labels in the USA and Russa.

Shekhida Azimkhodjaeva. A native of Tastkent, Uzbekistan, Shakhida made her solo debut with the
Uzbekistan Symphony Orchestra when shewaseleven and won the National Violin Competition in 1985.
She graduated from the Moscow Tchaikovsky Consevatory and wasone of the founders of the Moscow
Chamber OrchestraARCO. Since 1989, shehasbeen concertmaster and soloist of theorchegraard in this
cgacity has performed extensively in Europe South Koreg USA, and Carada.

Alexander Ambartsumian, violin; Anna
Ambart sumian, violin Alexander was bom in
1999, the son of Levon and Shakhida, who were
his first violin teachers. He made his Moscow
debut in 2007, performing with “The Seasos”
Moscow Chamber Orchestra.

Anna was born in 2001 to this family of
profesgond violinists. Both she and her brother
have played solo with ARCO Chamber
Orchestra at Weill Redtal Hall at Carnegie; at
Moscow Philharmonic Recital Hall, Moscow
Glinka State Museum, and in Hodgson and
Ramsey Concert Halls of University of Geagia.
In November 2011, both were soloists with
ARCO Chamber Orchestra on tour in Italy.

Foorrs Focoisk Folk Pootry

Shostakovich/Dreznin Bronner Podgaits

i
—
E

1)

Levon Ambartsumian, violin

ARCO Chamber Orchestra Daniel Kaplunas, conductor
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“From Jewish Folk Poetry.” Violin suite by Segei
Dreznin basal on music of Dmitry Shostakovich

In 1948, when Stdin launched his infamous ati-Semitic campaign that ledo thearre$s and exeution of
many Jewish sciertists, pets ad doctors, Shotakovich ought a book at a kiosk ¢he ralway staion
nea his dacla. Later hat yea, he wrote a songcycle From JlewishFolk Poetry, Op. 79 far soprano,
mezzosopano ad tenor voices accompanied by piro. All the lyrics came from the book and
Shostkovich kept thefinishedwork hidden from the public (and the gesof KGB), preseting it only to
a hardful of friends After Salin's death, it took another two years beforéd@&akovich's cycleof 12
sorgswasperfamed n pubic.

In 2001, Segei Drezninarranged6 of thesesonggfor violin and piano focusingn the hard lot of the Jesw
in Tsaist Russia ad the sippcsad happinessthatcane with Sovietpower.

Sage Drezrin: These & mdodies of untold beauty, maybehe most gorgeous ones the qooser ever

wrote...hee is the total and compete identification of thecomposewith a culture different from his own,
theidertification as complete asthat of GeorgeGershvin with bladk folklore in his"Porgy and Bss" — a

similarity which | stressedn my arrangement...

The work wasfirst perormedby Levon Ambartsurman and Anatoly Sheludyakovjn the Wéill Recital
Hall at Carnege Hdl, Felruary 23, 2003.

Sergei Dreznin, a Moscev-born Pais-based cocet pianist and omposer, won the IAUnion
conposgers’ compdition 1985and a Diploma at theAll-Russia piao mmpetition Kazan-77. &urteen of
his musc theaterpieces were produced on thestages of New York, Moscow, Vienna,Berlin and Rris
including Catherinethe Great (Russia’s naional theate award, GolderMask), Ophelia - operan blue
andRomec& Julietin Samjewo (after Shakespere),Cabaret Terezin,the Pushkin-basegeast During the
Plague as well asDon Juan, and Victory Overthe Sun His Dante-Concertdafter Liszt) for violin and

string orchesta was receded by Gidon Kremer for Deutsdie Granmophon and is being performed by

Julian Rechlin acros Euope. Sergei is the aithor of Requien Tothe Memory of the Victims of Nazism
vocal cycles, chambe and oichedral music as well & severa film scores includind-egend of Salieri
(USSR), El Chicko (Austria) and the WWII epic TheFallen (USA).
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“Five Yiddish Sangs’ by Mikhail Bronner

This work waswritten especially for Levan Ambartsumian ard his family.
It is about the People of the Book and the exinct world of shtetls, anarchipdago tha disappeared from
the aurface of the Earth.

1. The same old question.
All menin the world ask the same old queston. Trala, trgjdi, ridirom.
And the answer is, tradi, ridi, rjlom

2. Seep, my child
Sleep, my treasure, deep. What will daddy bring for you? A ring-shaped roll. You will eat it and ask,
“More, mama, more!”

3. You mugt not go about with other girls
| won't have you go atout with other girls, you mug only go about with me

4. Seep, my son
Sleep, my sa. Sleep soundly as | sing you asong. When you, my child, grow older you will uncerstand
how differert people are.

5. Sweet hosess
Our sweet little hostess, our charming little hostess is assweetas a fresh cucumbe.

Mik hail Bronner gradiated from the Moscow Tchakovsky Consevatory where he studied compostion with
Tikhon Khrennikov. He is a Professor of Compsition & Mosaw Music Ippolitov Ingtitute. Onelandnerk in his
career was the stage podudion of his ballets The Optimisic Tragedy and The Tarring of he Shrew at the
Stanidavsky and Nemirovich-Darchenkotheatre in Moscav and the performanceof his opera TheGolden Idand
at the famed Natdiya Sats childreris opera thedre in Mosaw. Mr. Bronnerhasse to music alarge numter of
sacred texts (Dona nobis pacem, Stbat maer, Ave Maria, Book of Psalms,) and written many compostions
inspred by images, themesand chaacters of The Book (Old Testanent). The Russan monhly Muzkanoe
Obozenie (TheMusic Review) named Mikhal Bronrer Compose of theYear 2002 He has composel moke han
100works: three operas threeballets, sevad symphanies, choral, voca ard chambe pieces. His works have been
performed in Russia Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, Britain, France Italy, Belgium and he USA.
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Efrem Podgaits

Kol Nidrei —in Aramaic (all vows) —isa cerenonial declaration of arejedion of all vows. Thoughnat a
prayer, this dry legal formula and its ceremonial accompaniment have been charged with emationd
undertones since the medieval period, creating a dranetic introduction to Yom Kippur on what is often
dubbed "Kol Nidrei night." At its foundation lies the sense of a sin committed in breaking vows
previouly taken either inconsideratly or by force.

In thewords o Efrem Podgaits: | got extremely intereged in the history of “K ol nidrei” - the old Jewish
prayer that survived till now thank to the glori ous melodythat serves asits founddion. It's nat an accident
that both the prayer and the melody attracted such composers as Max Bruch and Arnold Schénkerg. In
2003 | wrote a version for cdlo and chamber orchestra, andin 2004 created its violin version.

Nocturne for violin and orchedra
Memoriesof things that brought joy to one's life: childhood, beauty, love...

A Pretty Wedding Ring (Fantasy on the theme of a Jewish folk song for violin and orchedra)
The song is about a girl who dreams of little golden wingsso she can fly to her beloved. About a horse,
s0 she can ride to him, and of a pretty golden ring she will give to him.

Efrem Podgaits (Moscow) graduated from the Moscow Conservatory as acomposerin 1974 (in theclas
of Yuri Butsko and Nikolai Sidelnikov). In 2000, hewas avarded the title of Merited Propagator of the
Arts of Russa. Podgaits’ worksindude 12 operas, 3 symphonies 27 concerti for different instumerts and
orchedra. His works areregularly performedin Russia and abroad, including in Britain (notably at the
fedival of contemporary music in Huddersfield) in Turkey, Hungary, Switzedand, France,Italy andJapan.
Many CDs with symphonic, chaa ard chamber musc have been releasel underdifferert international
labels, induding Melodiya, Opus 111, Artsevise and Phoenix Usa. His works have been performed or
conduded by, anongst others, Mdislav Rostropovich, Saulas Sondetskis, Vassly Sinajsky, Yuri Bahime,

Alexande Bruslovsky, and opera star Lyubov Kazarnovskaya.

Anatoly Sheludyakov wasbom in Moscow where he graduated from the Gnesn Muscal Academy. He

also graduated from the Moscow Congervatory in the compostion dass d Tikhon Khrennikov. His

compasitionsinclude Variations for Orchedra, Ostinato for Orchestra, Suite for Oboe and Piaro, Suite for
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